
34th Annual Lansing to Dearborn Run 
By: Paul James Sloan 

September 10 – 11, 2015 

Tour Support: 4 Sag Wagons on Thursday and 3 Sag Wagons on Friday 

  

The 34th running of the Lansing to Dearborn Run was held from September 10th to 11th, 2015.  Co-

sponsored by the "South Michigan Motorists Chapter of the HCCA" & "Snapper's Brass and Gas Touring Region of 

the AACA," the Lansing to Dearborn run is a shake-down tour for the Old Car Festival held annually at the Henry 

Ford, Dearborn, Michigan.  We had 37 cars participating, which were mostly from the Midwest and Eastern States, 

including Connecticut.  This year we had four first timers including two new guests from Canada: Marc Lalonde and 

Tom Forsythe who were driving a 1904 Curved Dash Oldsmobile.  John Forster and I were driving John’s 1910 

Maxwell Model AA Runabout.  This was the same car we blew a U-Joint in last year.  So, we were excited and 

challenged to prove we could run the route successfully this year. 

  

On Thursday we left the Village at 7:30 AM and made our way West.  The weather was cool and the 

forecast favorable.  We worked our way out of Dearborn along beautiful Hines Drive and had a breakfast at a Coney 

Island en route.  The morning stop was at Bill Colbock’s log cabin who also had a very diverse tractor collection.  

Dan and Susan Walters once again graciously opened their home in Ann Arbor for our lunch stop. 

 

Most of the cars rolled in to the host hotel, the Holiday Inn Express & Suites, Okemos, between 5:00 and 

6:00 PM.  John Grace arranged to have the cars stored Thursday night in the garage at the Okemos Auto Collection 

(Mercedes-Benz Dealership) directly across the street from the host hotel.  This was a very kind gesture on the part 

of the dealership.  All we had to do was get the cars in and out on time and lay down a few square miles of 

cardboard.  Three of the participants utilized the tour support on Thursday. 

  

On Friday morning we all had breakfast early at the Holiday Inn.  Everyone was anxiously watching the 

weather forecast.  Thursday night the chance of rain was up to 71%.  That morning the chance of rain fell to 21% so 

we all had renewed enthusiasm.  Most of the cars don’t have windscreens and a few don’t have tops.  After the 

obligatory maintenance checks, we rolled the cars out of parking lot at about 8:00 AM.  We made our way East 

without any difficulty until we ran into rain near Fowlerville.  The rain wasn’t especially heavy but it was most 

persistent.  And with the cooler temperatures it made for a pretty miserable ride.  John and I were relieved to find we 

successfully passed the spot where we blew the U-joint last year.  The morning stop was in Brighton where we 

toured the Brighton NC Machine company and were pleasantly surprised at their level of technology.  The Brighton 

NC Machine company is owned by Jack and Heide Clausnitzer and Shirley Barton.  Many of the immediate family 

are also involved in the business.  The lunch stop for the day was held at the Plymouth Historical Museum, 

Plymouth, Michigan.  Dorothy Grace broke the news to John and I that we were the last car in, and since everyone 

had already left, we would be the last car out.  This stop was special for everyone because Margaret Dunning was 

one of the great benefactors of the Museum and she just passed away in May at the age of 104.  We were very 

impressed with the professional character and clarity of the exhibits.  We had a quick lunch and jumped back in the 

Maxwell.  We were relieved to see the rain had cleared.  From Plymouth we followed 7 Mile Road to Plymouth 

Road and then Hines Drive back into Dearborn.  As we approached Dearborn, we were still somewhat apprehensive 

that some small part was going to quit on us at the last minute, and we would finish the tour in the back of a half-ton 

bowtie, just like last year.  But, the little Maxwell delivered!  When we parked behind the rig John and I both gave 

each other a high-five.  Four of the participants utilized the tour support on Friday.  The tour was capped-off with 

the traditional pizza party which was held in Richard and Ann Staadt’s rig.  We were all looking forward to the 

Festival on Saturday. 

  

The Old Car Festival is the longest running car show in the United States and is held every year on the first 

weekend after Labor Day since 1955.  This show is very well known amongst collectors in the Midwest.  What 

makes the Old Car Festival unique is the fact that it is not a static show.  Entrants are encouraged to drive around the 

Village.  This year set a record for entrants at 940 registered vehicles.  We had more rain on Saturday but not 

enough to send too many people to their rigs.  The Henry Ford also stays open late on Saturday night to permit 

willing participants to drive with their gaslights lit.  The local spectators also love it!  The gaslight show is capped-

off with an even more spectacular fireworks show. 

  

This year’s Lansing to Dearborn Run was a great success and we’re already looking forward to 2016. 


